CHAPTER XXI
operations in the persian gulf, 1740-1747,
and the second 'oman expedition
in Chapter XVIII the history of the Persian operations in the Persian
Gulf and in 'Oman was given up to the beginning of May, 1740, when the
fleet had reassembled off Gombroon after the abortive Makran expedition.
At this time the Arab seamen were in a very discontented state, as their
pay had once more fallen into arrears and they were not receiving sufficient
rations. Matters came to a head early in September, 1740, when a general
mutiny broke out at Laft, where the fleet then was ; the mutineers killed
the Admiral, Mir 'AH Khan, and all the other Persians who offered re-
sistance, and then removed the entire fleet to Khor Fakkan1 ; some of the
vessels were afterwards taken to the island of Qais. The Gombroon
Agent thus commented on this mutiny :
"... unless the Arabs are brought back to Obedience We believe it has entirely
Frustrated his Majestie's great Scheme of a Fleet, since these are the People who could
only have been brought to accomplish his purpose, the Persians being entirely Averse
to, as well as Ignorant of, Sea Affairs which indeed the Scituation and Nature of their
Country, not productive of any one Requisite for the Purpose, seems to disallow—" *
A few days later the new Admiral, Mahtmud Taqi Khan by name,
arrived at Gombroon. After requesting the Agent to arrange for the sale
of a large ship, the Admiral wrote to the ringleader of the mutineers,
urging him and his associates to submit to the East India Company;
the Agent also wrote to the same effect, and the trankey conveying these
letters sailed under English colours.8
Without waiting for a reply, the Admiral forced the Dutch to lend
him two of their ships which were then anchored off Gombroon. The
Admiral boarded one of these ships and sailed off, in company with the
other, as well as some smaller vessels, to attack the Arabs. An engagement
took place between this fleet and two large Arab ships, a brigantine and a
number of trankeys. After both sides had fired some shots, the Arabs
attempted to board one of the Dutch ships, but they were beaten off ; the.
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